FRANCIS  I AND  CHARLES  V

made public, indignation against Charles V was general. The Pope
declared null and void a treaty which made the King of Spain master
of Christendom. In France, the Estates of Burgundy emphatically stated
that the King had no right to alienate without dieir consent a province of
the kingdom. Personal feudalism had come to an end. The Lord of the
Royal Domain was henceforward to give way to the King of France and
such, indeed, was the King of France's desire.

The break between France and the Empire marked the end of any
policy of Catholic and Christian unity. In order to destroy the House
of Austria, Francis I could no longer quibble over the opponents he might
incite against the Empire. To the north-south, Flanders-Spain, pincers,
there must correspond east-west pincers, and France must find an ally
in eastern Europe. On the very evening of the battle of Pavia, Francis I
had sent a secret messenger to Suleiman the Magnificent. Later an
Ottoman admiral came to Paris as an ambassador. Politics was carrying
the day over ideology, and even over the Faith, but could France allow
herself to be overwhelmed? Like her, Hungary and Bohemia seemed to
prefer the Turk to the Austrian. Italy was in rebellion against Spanish
tyranny. The Pope begged for French protection. Charles V had the
Constable of Bourbon attack Rome, the latter meeting his death in the
assault upon the walls. 'The stones of Christendom are rising up against
Your Majesty', one Spaniard dared write to Charles V. In 1529, Louise of
Savoy, an excellent trader, succeeded in arranging with the Archduchess
Marguerite, the Emperor's aunt and the governor of the Low Countries,
the Peace of Cambrai, called 'the Ladies Peace*. The King's sons were
returned to their father after payment of a ransom of two million gold
ems; they reported that they had been very badly treated in Spain, and the
King's resentfuhiess grew even greater. However, one clause in the
Treaty of Cambrai was to make Francis I the brother-in-law of Charles
V. The Emperor had an older sister, Eleanor of Austria, widow of the
King of Portugal and thirty-two years old. She was given orders to marry
Francis I. This tractable, self-effacing and virtuous princess spent seven-
teen years at the court of France, completely unnoticed. When she was
widowed for the second time, she went back to live near Charles V.

Never was France's foreign policy more confused. Contradictory
elements criss-crossed each other. On the one hand there was the duel
between France and Austria. In order to win against the Emperor, France
needed the Turks and the Protestant princes of Germany. But through this
alliance with heretics, the most Christian King laid himself open to the
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